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Strategies for people with substance use disorder based on criminalisation and
aggressive law enforcement have created barriers to harm reduction while
having little or no impact on the number of people who use drugs. Jail diversion
programs aim to divert low-level drug offenders toward community care
resources, avoiding criminal justice costs and disruptions in treatment for HIV,
hepatitis C virus (HCV), and drug abuse. This talk describes our model-based
analysis of the health benefits and cost-effectiveness of a jail diversion program
for low-level drug offenders. Our analysis suggests that diversion programs are
likely to substantially reduce spending in the criminal justice system while
moderately increasing spending in the healthcare sector, and are likely to be
highly cost-effective. The spread of infectious disease stemming from drug
injection and the global overcrowding of jails and prisons suggest that, more than ever, effective, costeffective, and innovative approaches are required to address these crises. Diversion programs are one such
program.
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